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NAMBI COMMUNITY HOUSING PRECINCT 
Grievance 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [9.38 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Housing. Before I start my 
grievance, I seek leave to lay some photographs on the table for the rest of the day’s sitting, and by doing so 
provide them to the minister. 

[The papers were tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: My grievance is about some situations that are occurring in Leonora, in particular in the 
Nambi community housing precinct on the northern outskirts of Leonora. I was in Leonora on Sunday and 
Monday of this week, having been invited up there by representatives of the Nambi community and some others 
to look at the situation that the community faces. The Nambi community is situated on what was effectively the 
old town reserve for the Indigenous people of Leonora. The community is a quite small community. Indigenous 
people live throughout the whole area of Leonora; they are not isolated in the Nambi community itself. The 
Department of Housing has homes throughout Leonora and the Goldfields Indigenous Housing Organisation also 
has other houses throughout Leonora. I am not here to whinge about the department or the Goldfields Indigenous 
Housing Organisation—in fact, the opposite. When I was there GIHO contractors were on site at the Nambi 
community doing renovations and other work. In fact, some residents of Leonora praised the Department of 
Housing for its contractors who renovate Homeswest homes in Leonora. I looked at some of those renovations 
when I was there and they were very nice.  

I seek a commitment from the minister to address some of the tricky situations the community has faced for 
some time. The Nambi community is on land that was part of the old town reserve, and that land is vested in the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust. The ALT, of course, does not look after the homes and does not build homes; it is 
simply a body in which land is vested. It is my understanding the homes are owned by the community and they 
are managed and serviced by the Goldfields Indigenous Housing Organisation for and on behalf of the 
Department of Housing. As the minister would know, the Department of Housing funds GIHO. Overcrowding is 
a prevalent issue in the Nambi community. I saw that first-hand on Monday when I noted the number of people 
living in the few houses there. This does not occur only in the Nambi community; many communities throughout 
the Goldfields are suffering the same problems—that is, overcrowding and the fact is that those communities are 
on land owned by the Aboriginal Lands Trust.  
The provision of more housing does not fall to GIHO, because GIHO is simply a contractor for the maintenance 
and servicing of the houses, and it does not fall to the ALT because it is simply the owner of the land, and the 
land is vested in it. The Nambi community is not functional and does not have the capacity to organise the 
building of extra housing, and it has not been functional for some time. So the only way the overcrowding and 
the need for more housing can be addressed in those communities is through the Minister for Housing.  

Those houses could be constructed using federal government funding, as the minister knows, through a housing 
management agreement under the National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing. Significant 
funding is available for that housing, but a housing management agreement is a prerequisite to getting access to 
that funding. It is not being coordinated well, and it is not structured in a way in which those agreements can be 
struck so that the department can access the funds, and proceed with the building of those houses. I ask that the 
minister look at this as a priority and intervene to put in place those housing management agreements.  

The second issue I raise is infrastructure in the Nambi community. I ask the minister to look at the photographs I 
provided him. One shows a picture of the park that the Nambi community children play in.  

Mr W.R. Marmion: Where’s the good one?  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is the one in town. The difference is unbelievably stark. The minister will notice that 
the playground in town was funded in part by the federal government’s Nation Building Program. This 
photograph shows the playground that the Indigenous children play in at the edge of town. The other two 
photographs show kids playing on that playground, and the other shows the infrastructure in the community. 
That has occurred because the council will not provide access. I will deal with those other matters later.  

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [9.45 am]: I thank the member for Cockburn for 
raising a good issue. Although I have been to Wyndham and seen the rest of Western Australia, I confess I have 
never been to Leonora, and I should put a visit there on my list of things to do. I have some notes and data 
specifically on the Nambi village. The member is right when he says it is managed by the Goldfields Indigenous 
Housing Organisation. I am advised there are eight small houses, which are all occupied. About $1 million has 
been spent in the past five years—which is probably not much—to provide housing management services and 
capital works around the infrastructure. Four applicants are listed for housing in the village, and that supports 
what the member said about possible overcrowding. I am sure that number fluctuates during the season.  
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I have been advised that the community is on Aboriginal Lands Trust land, as the member said, and that under 
the national partnership agreement a lot of houses were rolled out. I am pretty sure they were put on Aboriginal 
Lands Trust land and the agreements were made so that the Department of Housing could put some of those 
houses on that land, but I am not sure whether those agreements were put in place for this particular community. 
However there is a mechanism by which that has occurred in the past, so there is a possibility for that to occur 
again. I have also been advised that the Department of Aboriginal Affairs has to be involved in this matter; but, 
as the member said, that is just a matter of coordination.  

The member’s photos show a stark difference between the children’s facilities in the town and those out in the 
village, so that is certainly something the government can look at.  

Mr F.M. Logan: On that minister, because I did not get time to finish my grievance, I raise the issue about the 
infrastructure. The ALT is the landholder and has no responsibility for rates. GIHO is the contractor and is now 
taking up responsibility for paying rates, because there was confusion before. The problem is that the local shire 
is saying it is not its land; it is not vested in the shire. It can’t come in and fix up that infrastructure because it 
belongs to the ALT. So it’s a real conundrum and they are not being served by anything else in the town.  

Mr W.R. MARMION: The member for Cockburn is right. The Department of Housing also runs the remote 
indigenous infrastructure and utilities program, which is technically funded by the commonwealth. It gives 
funding to housing and, as the member knows, that has been decreasing over time. But there is another vehicle 
for the infrastructure as well.  

Mr F.M. Logan: That is true; if the minister could look at that.  

Mr W.R. MARMION: I am happy to look at that. As I said, I must go out to the Leonora–Laverton area. It is in 
the member for Kalgoorlie’s electorate, and she is probably keen for me to visit. I note that she has come into the 
chamber because I am sure she is interested in this matter also. I am happy to make this matter a priority. I 
actually have some numbers for Leonora. It is not often I get a set of figures that are not too bad, so when the 
member for Cockburn said he would be raising this grievance, which concerns Leonora, I gathered these figures 
for the information of the house. In Leonora itself, under public housing, there is a stock of 53 houses. Of those 
53, five are vacant and undergoing maintenance. Three of those five have been accepted and will be tenanted 
shortly, and two are under offer. Of interest, there are 13 applicants on the waiting list. The waiting list is about 
eight months, and we do not often get those good figures. It is the same with community housing, which is 
managed by the Goldfields Indigenous Housing Organisation. It has a stock of 17 houses in Leonora itself as 
opposed to eight in the village. Of those houses, 14 have been substantially refurbished under the Make Good 
Reform project and three are currently vacant with refurbishment underway. There are 37 on that waiting list. 
Even in Leonora there is a waiting list and some of those might be from the village itself. 

Mr F.M. Logan: You can see the refurbishment; it’s looking good. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: That is good. Certainly, member, I will make it a priority. We will see what we can do 
to get something happening in the village. 
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